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Migration


European Coordination Network of young migrants and young people with migrant background 

concept note 

· Background information 

According to the Work Plan 2009-2010 the YFJ strives to achieve greater participation and inclusion of young migrants and young people with migrant background. To this aim, the following two perspectives are taken into account: 

a. empowering young migrants and young people with migrant background to represent their interests. In this context, the YFJ facilitates the coordination of an informal platform representing young migrants and young people with migrant background

b. achieving greater inclusiveness of its Member Organisations  by  in particular building their capacity to reach out more to young migrants and people with migrant background. To this aim, a 2-year project is being currently implemented by the YFJ and 7 Member Organisations.

This concept note aims at provisionally outlining the main objectives the informal platform representing young migrants and young people with migrant  background could achieve. This note aims also at collecting expressions of interest by existing civil society organisations to join the platform and at clarifying the potential support the YFJ could provide. 

The main points tackled by this concept note have been developed in 2009 on the occasion of different activities initiated by the YFJ. In particular, ideas and suggestions were collected on the occasion of “Information and Networking Days on Migration and Youth” organised by the YFJ in June 2008. The further steps outlined here build up on that event. 

Further information can be found in these background documents: 

0685-09 Report on the Information and Networking Days on Migration and Youth 

0942-09 Report on the first capacity building event_YFJ project on inclusiveness 

· Aims and objectives 

The YFJ sees this platform as an open and initially informal process which can contribute to bridge the gap between the needs of young migrants and young people with migrant background and policy decisions taken at different levels (local, national, regional, international) and to address the existing representation gap of young migrants and young people with migrant background at the European level.

The YFJ does not aim at taking the lead in running such a platform; it rather seeks to ensure some coordination at the initial stage and to involve the platform in already existing policy and advocacy mechanisms. On the other hand, the role of the platform within the internal YFJ structure and membership will be limited due to fact that the platform will not be a YFJ Member Organisation, at least at this stage (see objectives on the long term). 

The platform aims primarily at: 

· improving fundamental rights of young migrant and young people with migrant background by increasing their representation and by creating a space/process  through which concerns and needs are channelled to policy makers.

The main objectives of the platform in the short-term (2010) include: 

· contributing to policy initiatives and consultation in the migration field; 

· developing strategic thinking related to its functioning and its objectives on the long term. 

The main objectives of the platform in the medium-long term (after 2010) include: 

· developing capacity to effectively impact the migration policy field;

· developing structural capacity to potentially join the YFJ; 

· representing young migrants and young people with migrant background at the larger extent. 

The aims and objectives of the platform might be revised and clarified further in 2010 by the organisations wishing to join it. 

· Membership 

The YFJ is aware that the extent to which young migrants and young people with migrant background are represented by the platform is limited at this initial stage. Nevertheless, the platform should be seen at this stage as an open process. In this sense, the question regarding the inclusion of the platform itself and the extent to which different migrant groups are represented will be tackled by its members only on the long-term. 

Therefore,  the platform is open to: 

· civil society organisations representing young migrants and/or young people with migrant background (including refugees, asylum seekers and ethnic minorities) at local, national or european level; 

· How the YFJ can support the platform

The YFJ could support the platform in terms of: 

· providing information on developments in the European migration and inclusion policy fields;

· involving the platform in consultations on migration and inclusion issues at European and international level; 

· providing financial support for the organisation of a coordination meeting in 2010; 

· involving some representatives of the platform in institutional processes (European Union, International Organisation of Migration); 

· providing information on funding opportunities and organisational development. 

· exploring the possibility involve the platform in its activities designed for Members; 

·  exploring the possibility to provide further support after 2010; 

· Possible action plan for the platform in 2010

	Type of activity 
	Details 
	When 

	Involvement in institutional  processes 
	European Integration Forum 

International Dialogue on Migration (IOM) 

European Parliament 
	Tbc

19-20 July

21 Oct

29 Nov-2 Dec

	Consultation on policy processes 
	Implementation of the EU Stockholm Programme 

Revision of the EU asylum law

EU Migration Code 

Millenium Development Goals and Health
	Throughout 2010 and beyond

first half 2010

second half 2010

fall 2010

	Coordination meeting of the platform 
	Possibility to cover the costs for a meeting of 10-15 representatives from organisations wishing to join the platform
	September 2010

	Information on funding opportunities 
	YFJ Seminar on Funding 
	Fall 2010


Informal European Platform representing young migrants and young people with migrant background 

Expression of Interest 

to be filled in by a representative of the organisation (for instance Chair, Board Member, President, Secretary General, Coordinator) and sent by email to Marco Perolini marco.perolini@youthforum.org before April 1, 2010 

	Surname


	

	First name


	
	Female
	Male 

	Date of birth


	

	Nationality


	

	Personal Address 


	

	Name of Organisation 
	

	Your function and role in the organisation
	

	Address of organisation
	

	Postal code


	City
	Country

	 Phone
	Code
	Number
	
	

	Work
	
	
	
	

	Home
	
	
	
	

	Mobile
	
	
	
	

	Fax
	
	
	

	Email
	
	
	


1. Brief description of the organisation (aim, objectives, target group, size)

2. Why would you like to join the informal platform?

3. Do you have comments and/or further ideas on the concept note? 

5

